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WHO IS TIPS?

▪ The Interlocal Purchasing System is the purchasing 

cooperative of Region 8 Education Service Center, 

the Lead Public Agency. 

▪ We are public employees, the same as our 

Membership. Governed by a Board of Directors. 

▪ Chapter 8 of the Texas Education Code established 

Region 8 ESC as a government entity.

▪ TIPS is its own lead agency and has the legislative 

authority to establish contracts.
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WHAT SETS TIPS APART? 

▪ Our Compliance

▪ TIPS is the Lead Public Agency. We’re not 

owned and operated by a 3rd party equity 

firm and we do not outsource anything to 

another Lead Public Agency.

▪ We’re not just marketing contracts, we 

manage them ourselves. 

▪ Our Attorney –A former Purchasing 

Manager, Rick Powell writes all our RFP’s. 

Members can purchase with a peace of 

mind. 

▪ Our Customer Service –we answer the 

phone!

▪ TIPS Program Managers in the field 

▪ TIPS REWARDS DOLLARS Program in Texas 
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WHAT SETS TIPS APART? 
▪ TIPS Program Managers in the Field

▪ Attend Trade Shows

▪ Meet with Agencies

▪ Meet with Supplier Partners

▪ Grow TIPS nationwide

▪ Vendor/Reseller Trainings

Jensen Mabe

Vice President of Sales & 

Business Development
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TIPS DUE DILIGENCE 

▪ TIPS competitively solicits RFP’s where agencies 
can utilize a TIPS awarded contract without having 
to complete their own.

▪ TIPS contracts are solicited nationally and 
awarded by the Region 8 ESC. 

▪ TIPS completes a “competitive procurement 
process” on behalf of our Members’ needs and 
expectations. 
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TIPS LEGAL AUTHORITY

▪ TIPS is its own “Lead Agency” because we are 
a government agency. 

▪ We follow statutory contracting requirements 
and processes. 

▪ TIPS has Texas legislative authority to establish 
contracts for government & education agencies 
nationally to piggyback on subject to the 
Member’s jurisdictional requirements. 
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GETTING 
PUSH BACK?

…AND IT ALWAYS WILL

INDIVIDUAL AGENCIES’ 
ACCEPTANCE AND COMFORT 

COMES DOWN TO THEIR 
INTERPRETATION OF APPLICABLE 
STATE AND LOCAL LAWS AND 

POLICIES
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TIPS has 
completed all of 
the legwork for 

you and the 
Member. 

Relax



Member Competitive Bidding Process - Formal

Publish in Local 
Newspaper

Pre-bid Conference if 
needed

Opening / Closing

Evaluation Process

Award of Contract

Solicitation 
Development

Purchasing Process Contract Period

Approx. 60-90 days

Contract Begins

Contract Ends

Restart process if 
needed

Develop Supplier List

Develop Specifications

Determine Award 
Criteria

Release of the 
Solicitation

Need is Determined

Solicitation Document 
Finalized

WOW

TIME MONEY
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KEY CONTRACT INFORMATION

Know Your Contract

Get familiar with your specific company information on your 
TIPS profile page of our website.
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KEY CONTRACT INFORMATION

OVERVIEW



WWW.TIPS-USA.COM

KEY CONTRACT INFORMATION

DUE DILIGENCE

Documentation that the Member 
will need to know if it was a 
“competitively solicited bid” is 
listed here on the Vendor’s profile 
page on our website. 
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KEY CONTRACT INFORMATION

CONTACTS

Sales 

Contacts
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KEY CONTRACT INFORMATION

RESELLERS
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KEY CONTRACT INFORMATION

RESELLERS
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HOW TO BECOME A TIPS MEMBER
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MEMBER BENEFITS
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MEMBER ENROLLMENT IS EASY
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RESELLER & MEMBER PO PROCESSES
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2025 TIPS Price Book
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Q & A
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